FOI 0354/2025 Response

Request

The questions below relate to medicines carbon footprint reporting for Birmingham and
Solihull Mental Health NHS Foundation Trust in 2024.

Question 1: Do you calculate the carbon footprint of medicines?
Answer 1: Yes/No
Question 2: What was the carbon footprint of medicines for 20247
Answer 2: tonnes CO2e (or other units - please specify)
Question 3: How did you calculate the carbon footprint of medicines in 20247
Answer 3: Please select one of the following

1. Top-down - we use a factor which converts spend to carbon footprint.

2. Top-down + bottom-up - we use a spend-based factor for most medicines and specific
(bottom-up) carbon footprint calculations for others (e.g. inhalers and/or anaesthetics.
Please specify for which medicines you use bottom-up calculations.

3. Other - Please specify.
Question 4: For top-down calculations what factor did you use?
Answer 4: kilograms or tonnes CO2e per £ spent (or other units - please specify)
Question 5: Do you update the factor used?
Answer 5: Select one of the following
1. The factor is updated yearly
2. The same factoris used every year

3. The factoris updated less frequently than yearly
Question 6: Why did you use this factor?

Answer 6: Please provide as much detail as possible including when and who supplied this
factor.

Response

BSMHFT do not currently calculate medicines carbon footprint. This is because we do not
receive these data from suppliers at the individual medicines level.

We continue to review progress against the actions appearing in NHS England » Five years of a
greener NHS: progress and forward look


https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Flong-read%2Ffive-years-greener-nhs-progress-forward-look%2F%23medicines&data=05%7C02%7Cbsmhft.foioffice%40nhs.net%7C6ac498df4e3747db117108de1d0ebf64%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638980146333039666%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FiEF3ZQgkzgz%2B4dyByu5FAYD3ayv2ZAutqOs5VOFFCQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Flong-read%2Ffive-years-greener-nhs-progress-forward-look%2F%23medicines&data=05%7C02%7Cbsmhft.foioffice%40nhs.net%7C6ac498df4e3747db117108de1d0ebf64%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638980146333039666%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FiEF3ZQgkzgz%2B4dyByu5FAYD3ayv2ZAutqOs5VOFFCQ%3D&reserved=0

